


Chick Lit for Dykes A die-hard do-it-yourself publisher, Cheril N.
Clarke writes and publishes her own brand of lesbian drama. By Malinda Lo

DESPITE HER FULL-TIME JOB AS AN
engineering analyst in Naw Yark African-
Amenican author (and lezbiant Cherl M. Clarke
has carved out time to start her cwn publishing
compary, Dodi Press (dodipresa.com), and write
threa novels, Her latest, latinate
Chaos, brings us dyke drama in
all its glory as it chronicles Sadiva
and Jessie's mllercoaster rela-
tionship, t's chick lit with & dyke
twisl — plus & bunch of naughty
bits to spica up the joumey.
How much of you is part of
your main character, Sadira?
Sadira is based off who [ was
about two years ago. Alat of
the emctions, pain and frus-
trations are real. The drama i= mostly the
preduct of my wild imagination.

Do you feel African-American fesblans
are adequately represented in Iiterature?
| think Afrcan-frmerican lesans are left out of
the pecture @ lob Most of the lesban charac-
ters in Berature are Caucasian. | just really
want o show a presence, We have
stories oo,
Why did you declde to go the
salf-publishing route?
| decided to start my own publish-
ing company Decause | love avany:
thing about writing ... aven the
business end of it Also ... you
have morg creative control when
YOL DWN YOUr OWN COMpanty.
What are the biggesl chal-
lenges of seif-publishing ?
The: rmain challenge goes hand in hand with the
greatesi reward. | have the antire financial

burden, yet

v | make mare money than |
would with 8 cermmercial pubilisher.

What's next for you?

| axpact to release [Tainted Destinyl sometime
next yaar. | am also working with gome
other writers whom | hope to publish in the
noar future. m

Curve 47




